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The Future of World Religions:
Population Growth Projections, 20102050
Wh Mulim Are Riing Fatet and the Unaffiliated Are hrinking a a hare of the
World’ Population

The religious profile of the world is rapidly changing, driven primarily by differences in fertility rates and the size of youth
populations among the world’s major religions, as well as by people switching faiths. Over the next four decades, Christians
will remain the largest religious group, but Islam will grow faster than any other major religion. If current trends continue, by
2050 …
The number of Muslims will nearly equal the number of Christians around the world.

DONATE

Atheists, agnostics and other people who do not affiliate with any religion – though increasing in countries such as the
United States and France – will make up a declining share of the world’s total population.
The global Buddhist population will be about the same size it was in 2010, while the Hindu and Jewish populations will
be larger than they are today.
In Europe, Muslims will make up 10% of the overall population.
India will retain a Hindu majority but also will have the largest Muslim population of any country in the world,
surpassing Indonesia.
In the United States, Christians will decline from more than three-quarters of the population in 2010 to two-thirds in
2050, and Judaism will no longer be the largest non-Christian religion. Muslims will be more numerous in the U.S. than
people who identify as Jewish on the basis of religion.
Four out of every 10 Christians in the world will live in sub-Saharan Africa.

These are among the global religious trends highlighted in new demographic projections by the Pew Research Center. The
projections take into account the current size and geographic distribution of the world’s major religions, age differences,
fertility and mortality rates, international migration and patterns in conversion.

(http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religious-projections-2010-2050/pf_15-0402_projectionsoverview_projectedchange640px/)

As of 2010, Christianity was by far the world’s largest religion, with an estimated 2.2 billion adherents, nearly a third (31%) of
all 6.9 billion people on Earth. Islam was second, with 1.6 billion adherents, or 23% of the global population.
(http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religious-projections-20102050/pf_15-04-02_projectionsoverview_populationchange_310px-2/)

If current demographic trends continue, however, Islam will nearly
catch up by the middle of the 21st century. Between 2010 and 2050,
the world’s total population is expected to rise to 9.3 billion, a 35%
increase.1 Over that same period, Muslims – a comparatively
youthful population with high fertility rates – are projected to
increase by 73%. The number of Christians also is projected to rise,
but more slowly, at about the same rate (35%) as the global
population overall.
As a result, according to the Pew Research projections, by 2050
there will be near parity between Muslims (2.8 billion, or 30% of
the population) and Christians (2.9 billion, or 31%), possibly for the
first time in history.2
With the exception of Buddhists, all of the world’s major religious
groups are poised for at least some growth in absolute numbers in
the coming decades. The global Buddhist population is expected to
be fairly stable because of low fertility rates and aging populations
in countries such as China, Thailand and Japan.
Worldwide, the Hindu population is projected to rise by 34%, from
a little over 1 billion to nearly 1.4 billion, roughly keeping pace with
overall population growth. Jews, the smallest religious group for which separate projections were made, are expected to grow
16%, from a little less than 14 million in 2010 to 16.1 million worldwide in 2050.

Adherents of various folk religions – including African traditional religions, Chinese folk religions, Native American religions
and Australian aboriginal religions – are projected to increase by 11%, from 405 million to nearly 450 million.
And all other religions combined – an umbrella category that includes Baha’is, Jains, Sikhs, Taoists and many smaller faiths –
are projected to increase 6%, from a total of approximately 58 million to more than 61 million over the same period.3
While growing in absolute size, however, folk religions, Judaism and “other religions” (the umbrella category considered as a
whole) will not keep pace with global population growth. Each of these groups is projected to make up a smaller percentage of
the world’s population in 2050 than it did in 2010.4

Similarly, the religiously unaffiliated population is projected to shrink as a percentage of the global population, even though it
will increase in absolute number. In 2010, censuses and surveys indicate, there were about 1.1 billion atheists, agnostics and
people who do not identify with any particular religion.5 By 2050, the unaffiliated population is expected to exceed 1.2 billion.
But, as a share of all the people in the world, those with no religious affiliation are projected to decline from 16% in 2010 to
13% by the middle of this century.
At the same time, however, the unaffiliated are expected to continue to increase as a share of the population in much of
Europe and North America. In the United States, for example, the unaffiliated are projected to grow from an estimated 16% of
the total population (including children) in 2010 to 26% in 2050.
As the example of the unaffiliated shows, there will be vivid geographic differences in patterns of religious growth in the
coming decades. One of the main determinants of that future growth is where each group is geographically concentrated
today. Religions with many adherents in developing countries – where birth rates are high, and infant mortality rates
generally have been falling – are likely to grow quickly. Much of the worldwide growth of Islam and Christianity, for example,
is expected to take place in sub-Saharan Africa. Today’s religiously unaffiliated population, by contrast, is heavily
concentrated in places with low fertility and aging populations, such as Europe, North America, China and Japan.

Globally, Muslims have the highest fertility rate, an average of 3.1 children per woman – well above replacement level (2.1),
the minimum typically needed to maintain a stable population.6 Christians are second, at 2.7 children per woman. Hindu
fertility (2.4) is similar to the global average (2.5). Worldwide, Jewish fertility (2.3 children per woman) also is above
replacement level. All the other groups have fertility levels too low to sustain their populations: folk religions (1.8 children per
woman), other religions (1.7), the unaffiliated (1.7) and Buddhists (1.6).
(http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religious-projections-20102050/pf_15-04-02_projectionsoverview_agedistribution_310px/)

Another important determinant of growth is the current age
distribution of each religious group – whether its adherents are
predominantly young, with their prime childbearing years still
ahead, or older and largely past their childbearing years.
In 2010, more than a quarter of the world’s total population (27%)
was under the age of 15. But an even higher percentage of Muslims
(34%) and Hindus (30%) were younger than 15, while the share of
Christians under 15 matched the global average (27%). These
bulging youth populations are among the reasons that Muslims are
projected to grow faster than the world’s overall population and that
Hindus and Christians are projected to roughly keep pace with
worldwide population growth.
All the remaining groups have smaller-than-average youth
populations, and many of them have disproportionately large
numbers of adherents over the age of 59. For example, 11% of the
world’s population was at least 60 years old in 2010. But fully 20%
of Jews around the world are 60 or older, as are 15% of Buddhists, 14% of Christians, 14% of adherents of other religions
(taken as a whole), 13% of the unaffiliated and 11% of adherents of folk religions. By contrast, just 7% of Muslims and 8% of
Hindus are in this oldest age category.

In addition to fertility rates and age distributions, religious switching is likely to play a role in the growth of religious groups.
But conversion patterns are complex and varied. In some countries, it is fairly common for adults to leave their childhood
religion and switch to another faith. In others, changes in religious identity are rare, legally cumbersome or even illegal.
The Pew Research Center projections attempt to incorporate patterns in religious switching in 70 countries where surveys
provide information on the number of people who say they no longer belong to the religious group in which they were raised.
In the projection model, all directions of switching are possible, and they may be partially offsetting. In the United States, for
example, surveys find that some people who were raised with no religious affiliation have switched to become Christians,
while some who grew up as Christians have switched to become unaffiliated. These types of patterns are projected to continue
as future generations come of age. (For more details on how and where switching was modeled, see the Methodology
(http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/appendix-a-methodology-2/#estimating-religious-switching) . For alternative growth

scenarios involving either switching in additional countries or no switching at all, see Chapter 1
(http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/main-factors-driving-population-growth/#switching) .)

Over the coming decades, Christians are expected to experience the largest net losses from switching. Globally, about 40
million people are projected to switch into Christianity, while 106 million are projected to leave, with most joining the ranks
of the religiously unaffiliated. (See chart above.)
(http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religious-projections-2010-2050/pf_15-04-02_projectionsoverview_interregion_310px2/) All told, the unaffiliated are expected to add 97 million people and lose 36 million via switching, for a net gain of 61 million

by 2050. Modest net gains through switching also are expected for Muslims (3 million), adherents of folk religions (3 million)
and members of other religions (2 million). Jews are expected to experience a net loss of about 300,000 people due to
switching, while Buddhists are expected to lose nearly 3 million.

International migration is another factor that will influence the
projected size of religious groups in various regions and countries.
Forecasting future migration patterns is difficult, because migration
is often linked to government policies and international events that
can change quickly. For this reason, many population projections
do not include migration in their models. But working with
researchers at the International Institute for Applied Systems
Analysis in Laxenburg, Austria, the Pew Research Center has
developed an innovative way of using data on past migration
patterns to estimate the religious composition of migrant flows in
the decades ahead. (For details on how the projections were made,
see Chapter 1 (http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/main-factorsdriving-population-growth/#migration) .)

The impact of migration can be seen in the examples shown in the
graph at the right, which compares projection scenarios with and
without migration in the regions where it will have the greatest
impact. In Europe, for instance, the Muslim share of the population
is expected to increase from 5.9% in 2010 to 10.2% in 2050 when
migration is taken into account along with other demographic
factors that are driving population change, such as fertility rates and
age. Without migration, the Muslim share of Europe’s population in
2050 is projected to be nearly two percentage points lower (8.4%).
In North America, the Hindu share of the population is expected to
nearly double in the decades ahead, from 0.7% in 2010 to 1.3% in
2050, when migration is included in the projection models. Without
migration, the Hindu share of the region’s population would remain
about the same (0.8%).
In the Middle East and North Africa, the continued migration of
Christians into the six Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries
(Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates) is expected to offset the exodus of Christians from other
countries in the region.7 If migration were not factored into the
2050 projections, the estimated Christian share of the region’s
population would drop below 3%. With migration factored in,
however, the estimated Christian share is expected to be just above 3% (down from nearly 4% in 2010).

Beyond the Year 2050

(http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religiou-projection-2010-2050/pf_15-04-02_projectionoverview_2050idear_310px/) Thi

report decrie how the gloal religiou landcape would change if
current demographic trend continue. With each paing ear,
however, there i a chance that unforeeen event – war, famine,
dieae, technological innovation, political upheaval, etc. – will alter
the ize of one religiou group or another. Owing to the difficult of
peering more than a few decade into the future, the projection top
at 2050.
Reader ma wonder, though, what would happen to the population
trajectorie highlighted in thi report if the were projected into the
econd half of thi centur. Given the rapid projected increae from
2010 to 2050 in the Mulim hare of the world’ population, would
Mulim eventuall outnumer Chritian? And, if o, when?
The anwer depend on continuation of the trend decried in
Chapter 1. If the main projection model i extended eond 2050, the
Mulim hare of the world’ population would equal the Chritian
hare, at roughl 32% each, around 2070. After that, the numer of
Mulim would exceed the numer of Chritian, ut oth religiou
group would grow, roughl in tandem, a hown in the graph aove. 
the ear 2100, aout 1% more of the world’ population would e
Mulim (35%) than Chritian (34%).
The projected growth of Mulim and Chritian would e driven largel
 the continued expanion of Africa’ population. Due to the heav
concentration of Chritian and Mulim in thi high-fertilit region,
oth group would increae a a percentage of the gloal population. Comined, the world’ two larget religiou group would
make up more than two-third of the gloal population in 2100 (69%), up from 61% in 2050 and 55% in 2010.
It ear repeating, however, that man factor could alter thee trajectorie. For example, if a large hare of China’ population
were to witch to Chritianit (a dicued in thi idear (http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/main-factor-driving-populationgrowth/#the-potential-impact-of-religiou-witching-in-china) ), that hift alone could olter Chritianit’ current poition a the world’
mot populou religion. Or if diaffiliation were to ecome common in countrie with large Mulim population – a it i now in
ome countrie with large Chritian population – that trend could low or revere the increae in Mulim numer.

Regional and CountryLevel Projections
In addition to making projections at the global level, this report projects religious change in 198 countries and territories with
at least 100,000 people as of 2010, covering 99.9% of the world’s population. Population estimates for an additional 36
countries and territories are included in regional and global totals throughout the report. The report also divides the world
into six major regions and looks at how each region’s religious composition is likely to change from 2010 to 2050, assuming
that current patterns in migration and other demographic trends continue.8
Due largely to high fertility, sub-Saharan Africa is projected to experience the fastest overall growth, rising from 12% of the
world’s population in 2010 to about 20% in 2050. The Middle East-North Africa region also is expected to grow faster than
the world as a whole, edging up from 5% of the global population in 2010 to 6% in 2050. Ongoing growth in both regions will
fuel global increases in the Muslim population. In addition, sub-Saharan Africa’s Christian population is expected to double,
from 517 million in 2010 to 1.1 billion in 2050. The share of the world’s Christians living in sub-Saharan Africa will rise from
24% in 2010 to 38% in 2050.
Meanwhile, the Asia-Pacific region is expected to have a declining share of the world’s population (53% in 2050, compared
with 59% in 2010). This will be reflected in the slower growth of religions heavily concentrated in the region, including
Buddhism and Chinese folk religions, as well as slower growth of Asia’s large unaffiliated population. One exception is
Hindus, who are overwhelmingly concentrated in India, where the population is younger and fertility rates are higher than in

China or Japan. As previously mentioned, Hindus are projected to roughly keep pace with global population growth. India’s
large Muslim population also is poised for rapid growth. Although India will continue to have a Hindu majority, by 2050 it is
projected to have the world’s largest Muslim population, surpassing Indonesia.
The remaining geographic regions also will contain declining shares of the world’s population: Europe is projected to go from
11% to 8%, Latin American and the Caribbean from 9% to 8%, and North America from 5% to a little less than 5%.

Europe is the only region where the total population is projected to decline. Europe’s Christian population is expected to
shrink by about 100 million people in the coming decades, dropping from 553 million to 454 million. While Christians will
remain the largest religious group in Europe, they are projected to drop from three-quarters of the population to less than
two-thirds. By 2050, nearly a quarter of Europeans (23%) are expected to have no religious affiliation, and Muslims will make
up about 10% of the region’s population, up from 5.9% in 2010. Over the same period, the number of Hindus in Europe is
expected to roughly double, from a little under 1.4 million (0.2% of Europe’s population) to nearly 2.7 million (o.4%), mainly
as a result of immigration. Buddhists appear headed for similarly rapid growth in Europe – a projected rise from 1.4 million to
2.5 million.
(http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religious-projections-2010-2050/pf_15-0402_projectionsoverview_usreligcomposition_310px/) In North America, Muslims and followers of “other religions” are the

fastest-growing religious groups. In the United States, for example, the share of the population that belongs to other religions
is projected to more than double – albeit from a very small base – rising from 0.6% to 1.5%.9 Christians are projected to
decline from 78% of the U.S. population in 2010 to 66% in 2050, while the unaffiliated are expected to rise from 16% to 26%.
And by the middle of the 21st century, the United States is likely to have more Muslims (2.1% of the population) than people
who identify with the Jewish faith (1.4%).10
In Latin America and the Caribbean, Christians will remain the largest religious group, making up 89% of the population
in 2050, down slightly from 90% in 2010. Latin America’s religiously unaffiliated population is projected to grow both in
absolute number and percentage terms, rising from about 45 million people (8%) in 2010 to 65 million (9%) in 2050.11

Changing Religious Majorities
everal countrie are projected to have a different
religiou majorit in 2050 than the did in 2010.
The numer of countrie with Chritian majoritie
i expected to decline from 159 to 151, a
Chritian are projected to drop elow 50% of the
population in Autralia, enin, oniaHerzegovina, France, the Netherland, New
Zealand, the Repulic of Macedonia and the
United Kingdom.

Mulim in 2050 are expected to make up more
than 50% of the population in 51 countrie, two
more than in 2010, a oth the Repulic of
Macedonia and Nigeria are projected to gain
Mulim majoritie. ut Nigeria alo will continue to
have a ver large Chritian population. Indeed,
Nigeria i projected to have the third-larget
Chritian population in the world  2050, after
the United tate and razil.
A of 2050, the larget religiou group in France,
New Zealand and the Netherland i expected to
e the unaffiliated.

About These Projections
While many people have offered predictions
about the future of religion, these are the first
formal demographic projections using data on
age, fertility, mortality, migration and religious
switching for multiple religious groups around
the world. Demographers at the Pew Research
Center in Washington, D.C., and the
International Institute for Applied Systems
Analysis (IIASA) in Laxenburg, Austria, gathered the input data from more than 2,500 censuses, surveys and population
registers, an effort that has taken six years and will continue.
The projections cover eight major groups: Buddhists, Christians, Hindus, Jews, Muslims, adherents of folk religions,
adherents of other religions and the unaffiliated (see Appendix C: Defining the Religious Groups). Because censuses and
surveys in many countries do not provide information on religious subgroups – such as Sunni and Shia Muslims or Catholic,
Protestant and Orthodox Christians – the projections are for each religious group as a whole. Data on subgroups of the
unaffiliated are also unavailable in many countries. As a result, separate projections are not possible for atheists or agnostics.

The projection model was developed in collaboration with researchers in the Age and Cohort Change Project at IIASA, who
are world leaders in population projections methodology. The model uses an advanced version of the cohort-component
method typically employed by demographers to forecast population growth. It starts with a population of baseline age groups,
or cohorts, divided by sex and religion. Each cohort is projected into the future by adding likely gains (immigrants and people
switching in) and by subtracting likely losses (deaths, emigrants and people switching out) year by year. The youngest
cohorts, ages 0-4, are created by applying age-specific fertility rates to each female cohort in the childbearing years (ages 1549), with children inheriting the mother’s religion. For more details, see the Methodology
(http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/appendix-a-methodology-2/) .12

In the process of gathering input data and developing the projection model, the Pew Research Center previously published
reports on the current size and geographic distribution of major religious groups, including Muslims
(http://www.pewforum.org/2009/10/07/mapping-the-global-muslim-population/) (2009), Christians
(http://www.pewforum.org/2011/12/19/global-christianity-exec/) (2011) and several other faiths
(http://www.pewforum.org/2012/12/18/global-religious-landscape-exec/) (2012). An initial set of projections for one religious

group, Muslims, was published in 2011, although it did not attempt to take religious switching into account.
Some social theorists have suggested that as countries develop economically, more of their inhabitants will move away from
religious affiliation. While that has been the general experience in some parts of the world, notably Europe, it is not yet clear
whether it is a universal pattern.13 In any case, the projections in this report are not based on theories about economic
development leading to secularization.
Rather, the projections extend the recently observed patterns of religious switching in all countries for which sufficient data
are available (70 countries in all). In addition, the projections reflect the United Nations’ expectation that in countries with
high fertility rates, those rates gradually will decline in coming decades, alongside rising female educational attainment. And
the projections assume that people gradually are living longer in most countries. These and other key input data and
assumptions are explained in detail in Chapter 1 and the Methodology (Appendix A
(http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/appendix-a-methodology-2/) ).

Since religious change has never previously been projected on this scale, some cautionary words are in order. Population
projections are estimates built on current population data and assumptions about demographic trends, such as declining birth
rates and rising life expectancies in particular countries. The projections are what will occur if the current data are accurate
and current trends continue. But many events – scientific discoveries, armed conflicts, social movements, political upheavals,
natural disasters and changing economic conditions, to name just a few – can shift demographic trends in unforeseen ways.
That is why the projections are limited to a 40-year time frame, and subsequent chapters of this report try to give a sense of
how much difference it could make if key assumptions were different.
For example, China’s 1.3 billion people (as of 2010) loom very large in global trends. At present, about 5% of China’s
population is estimated to be Christian, and more than 50% is religiously unaffiliated. Because reliable figures on religious
switching in China are not available, the projections do not contain any forecast for conversions in the world’s most populous
country. But if Christianity expands in China in the decades to come – as some experts predict – then by 2050, the global
numbers of Christians may be higher than projected, and the decline in the percentage of the world’s population that is

religiously unaffiliated may be even sharper. (For more details on the possible impact of religious switching in China, see
Chapter 1 (http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/main-factors-driving-population-growth/#the-potential-impact-of-religiousswitching-in-china) .)

Finally, readers should bear in mind that within every major religious group, there is a spectrum of belief and practice. The
projections are based on the number of people who selfidentify with each religious group, regardless of their level of
observance. What it means to be Christian, Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist, Jewish or a member of any other faith may vary from
person to person, country to country, and decade to decade.
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Roadmap to the Report
The remainder of this report details the projections from multiple angles. The first chapter looks at the demographic factors
that shape the projections, including sections on fertility rates, life expectancy, age structure, religious switching and
migration. The next chapter details projections by religious group, with separate sections on Christians, Muslims, the
religiously unaffiliated, Hindus, Buddhists, adherents of folk or traditional religions, members of “other religions”
(consolidated into a single group) and Jews. A final chapter takes a region-by-region look at the projections, including
separate sections on Asia and the Pacific, Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean, the Middle East and North Africa, North
America and sub-Saharan Africa.

1. Thi overall projection (9.3 illion in 2050) matche the “medium variant” forecat in the United Nation Population Diviion’ World
Population Propect, 2010 reviion. A recent update from the United Nation ha a omewhat higher etimate, 9.55 illion. The U.N.
doe not make projection for religiou group. ↩

2. Chritianit egan aout ix centurie efore Ilam, a head tart that help explain wh ome cholar elieve that, in the pat,
Chritian alwa have een more numerou than Mulim around the world. The Pew Reearch Center conulted everal cholar on
thi hitorical quetion. Todd M. Johnon, co-editor of the “Atla of Gloal Chritianit,” and Houain Kettani, author of independent
etimate of the growth of Ilam, contend that the numer of Chritian alwa ha exceeded the numer of Mulim. ut ome other
expert, including Oxford Univerit demographer David Coleman and Columia Univerit hitorian Richard W. ulliet, a it i
poile that Mulim ma have outnumered Chritian gloall ometime etween 1000 and 1600 C.., a Mulim population
expanded and Chritian population were decimated  the lack Death in urope. All of the expert acknowledged that etimate of
the ize of religiou group in the Middle Age are fraught with uncertaint. ↩

3. Although ome faith in the “other religion” categor have million of adherent around the world, cenue and urve in man
countrie do not meaure them pecificall. ecaue of the carcit of cenu and urve data, Pew Reearch ha not projected the
ize of individual religion within thi categor. timate of the gloal ize of thee faith generall come from other ource, uch a
the religiou group themelve.  far the larget of thee group i ikh, who numered aout 25 million in 2010, according to the

World Religion Dataae. timate from other ource on the ize of additional group in thi categor can e found in the idear in
Chapter 2. ↩

4. Jew make up uch a mall hare of the gloal population, however, that the projected decline i not viile when percentage are
rounded to one decimal place. Jew compried 0.20% of the world’ population in 2010 and are projected to comprie 0.17% in
2050. oth figure are rounded to 0.2% (two-tenth of 1%) in the chart and tale in thi report. ↩

5. In man countrie, cenue and demographic urve do not enumerate atheit and agnotic a ditinct population, o it i not
poile to relial etimate the gloal ize of thee ugroup within the road categor of the religioul unaffiliated. ↩

6. The tandard meaure of fertilit in thi report i the Total Fertilit Rate. In countrie with low infant and child mortalit rate, a Total
Fertilit Rate cloe to 2.1 children per woman i ufficient for each generation to replace itelf. Replacement-level fertilit i higher in
countrie with elevated mortalit rate. For more information on how fertilit hape population growth, ee Chapter 1. ↩

7. Mot immigrant come to GCC countrie a temporar worker. Thee projection model a dnamic migrant population in GCC
countrie, in which ome migrant leave a other arrive and, over time, there are net gain in the ize of the foreign-orn population
within each GCC countr. ↩

8. The aumption and trend ued in thee projection are dicued in Chapter 1 and in the Methodolog ection (Appendix A). ↩
9. A noted aove, the “other religion” categor include man group – uch a aha’i, ikh and Wiccan – that cannot e projected
eparatel due to lack of data on their fertilit rate, age tructure and other demographic characteritic. ↩

10. People who identif their religion a Jewih in urve are projected to decline from an etimated 1.8% of the U.. population in 2010
to 1.4% in 2050. Thee figure, however, do not include “cultural” or “ethnic” Jew – people who have Jewih ancetr ut do not
decrie their preent religion a Jewih. A 2013 Pew Reearch urve found that more than one-in-five U.. Jewih adult (22%) a
the are atheit, agnotic or nothing in particular, ut conider themelve Jewih aide from religion and have at leat one Jewih
parent. For the purpoe of the religiou group projection in thi report, people who identif their religion a atheit, agnotic or
nothing in particular are categorized a unaffiliated. To avoid doule-counting, the are not included in the Jewih population. If the
projected Jewih numer were expanded to include cultural or ethnic Jew, it i poile that the ize of the more roadl defined
Jewih population might e greater than the projected numer of U.. Mulim in 2050. ↩

11. The gloal projection are for Chritian a a whole and do not attempt to calculate eparate growth trajectorie for ugroup uch a
Catholic and Protetant. However, other tudie  the Pew Reearch Center how that Catholic have een declining and
Protetant have een riing a a percentage of the population in ome Latin American countrie. ee the Pew Reearch Center’
2014 report “Religion in Latin America.” ↩

12. How accurate have population projection uing the cohort-component method een in the pat? An overview of how previou
projection for general population compare with actual population trend i provided in the National Reearch Council’ 2000 ook
“eond ix illion: Forecating the World’ Population,” http://www.nap.edu/catalog/9828/eond-ix-illion-forecating-the-worldpopulation. ↩

13. For example, there i little evidence of economic development leading to religiou diaffiliation in Mulim-majorit countrie. In Hindumajorit India, religiou affiliation remain nearl univeral depite rapid ocial and economic change. And in China, religiou affiliation
– though ver difficult to meaure – ma e riing along with economic development. ↩
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